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It’s remarkable how quickly time passes—January feels like a blur, and now we find 

ourselves approaching March! As the months move forward, our attention as a church 

naturally shifts toward the next significant events in the Christian calendar—Lent and 

Easter. 

Next week, we are excited to host our annual Pancake Party, which has always been a 

wonderful opportunity to connect with the community. If you’re 

looking for a quiet afternoon, Wesley Place may not be the place to 

be on Tuesday, March 4th, from 4:00-6:00pm!  

We’ll have games, food, crafts, and, of course, plenty of pancakes! 

If you have a couple of hours to spare and would like to help, we 

would greatly appreciate it. This event is an excellent chance to get 

to know families, young people, and individuals in our community. 

There are various ways you can contribute, and we’d love to have 

you join us. And yes, the pancakes are definitely a guarantee! 

 
As we begin the season of Lent, it's an opportune time to pause and reflect as we prepare for 

Easter. Lent offers a chance to focus more intently on 

Jesus—His character, actions, sacrifice, and ultimately, 

His resurrection. In previous years, I’ve taken a 

different approach by adding something positive to my 

routine, such as the 40 Acts of Kindness initiative  

(https://www.stewardship.org.uk/40acts). Each day, 

participants find ways to bless others or brighten 

someone's day, and it’s been an enriching experience 

for those who’ve joined. We’ve introduced this 

challenge to our young people, and it’s always well 

received, providing a meaningful way to engage with 

the season. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.stewardship.org.uk/40acts


As we approach Easter, we’re also thrilled to announce our Easter - 

Cross Factor Hope Journey events. This year, we will host five 

schools, with 180 students coming to the church to explore the story of 

Easter and discover the profound love of Christ through their own 

‘journeys’. Our Hope Journey events are a highlight for local schools, 

offering an interactive way for young people and staff to engage with 

the Easter story. Year 5 students will participate in six workshops, 

each one shedding light on different aspects of the Easter story— 

understanding more about the resurrection, recognising the symbolism of the cross, 

encountering a Roman Centurion, becoming part of the highs and lows of the Easter week, 

taking part in the Last Supper and enjoy a craft activity. This experience allows them to 

gain a deeper understanding of why Easter is central to our Christian faith. 

 

Our ongoing work with young people continues to be a source of joy. It’s been wonderful to 

see new faces at the Sparkz kids' club and the Ablaze youth group. More than just growth in 

numbers, it’s been heartening to see young people retain and share what they’ve learned 

from the Bible. My hope is that they will continue to share these stories with their families 

at home. Over half term, we also organized a walk up Shutlingsloe, with seven of us 

enjoying a brief but rewarding hike up the Cheshire hill and back through Macclesfield 

Forest. 

 

 

 

One quote that has resonated with me recently comes from John C. Maxwell: “Change is 

inevitable. Growth is optional.” As many of you are aware, change is happening—both 

within Wesley Place and perhaps in your own lives. Change can be unsettling, but it’s how 

we respond to that fear that makes all the difference. Do we allow fear to control us, or do 

we trust that God is already at work in these changes? Though it’s a challenge, we are not 

alone in this journey. Jesus walks with us every step of the way, assuring us that we will 

never face more than we can bear. Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

Much Love, 
 

Jonny 



Lent Course 

 

Please join Rev’d Rob Hilton as 

we explore Mark’s Gospel during 

Lent.  

There are 3 sessions at Wesley 

Place on Tuesday evenings on 1st, 

8th and 15th April 7.30pm to 9pm.  

All are welcome. 

The Inaugural Service. 
 

In the last edition we set out details of the letting on a Sunday afternoon to the 

above Church  
 

The inaugural service took place on 16th February and 12 of us from Wesley 

Place attended.  
 

We agreed that it was extraordinary. Vibrant and inspiring worship based 

strongly on scriptural references. A sermon from Robert Mountford, ecumenical 

officer which was extremely well informed and focused on our being ‘stronger 

together’   The music was dynamic and lively. The welcome we received was 

exceptional.  
 

There was an openness around finance - an encouragement of tithing- and wide 

publicity of the church bank details.  
 

The sincerity of all participants was self evident.  
 

Rob Hilton and I gave a brief welcome on behalf of Wesley Place.  
 

This was literally just the start. We will see what collaboration can follow.  
 

Do take the opportunity on a Sunday at 3pm to see for yourself. You too will be 

most welcome.  
 

RCCG is committed to growth and is experiencing it in so many places and 

countries.  
 

What a refreshing change from the downward spiral we often perceive ourselves 

to be in across so much of Methodism!  

Best wishes  

Ian 



World Day of Prayer Service 

 
The service in Alsager is at St 

Mary's Church on Friday March 

7th 2025 at 1.30pm. 

All are welcome! 





Worship at New Milton House 

 

As part of an ecumenical Rota, Rob 

leads a short act of worship with the 

residents of New Milton House in 

Alsager, sometimes one or two of our 

own church members are present and 

appreciate a chat as well as the worship. 

They’re at 1.30pm in the dining room 

after lunch. If you could spare an hour 

in the middle of Sunday to take Wesley 

Place to New Milton House, Rob would 

love your company! It’s his turn on the 

following dates: 23rd Feb, 16th March, 

27th April. 

Dinner Hub Opportunities 

 

Dinner Hub is our thriving and much appreciated 

outreach on a Thursday afternoon. Local families 

enjoy the welcome, food, and fellowship 

provided, and say how much they feel a part of 

Wesley Place. There’s a dedicated team who 

prepare the room, prepare and serve the food, 

chat to diners; and wash up, clearing the 

premises afterwards for youth club that follows. 

Could you offer an hour or two to join the team? 

Training can be given, encouragement in Food 

Hygiene certification if you want it. A sense of 

tired satisfaction is guaranteed! Please speak to 

Helen Robertson, Tash Walker, Rob, Andy or 

Sarah, if you want to know more or come along 

and see.  

Caring for our property, 

Resourcing our Mission 

 

Church Council are in the process 

of appointing a new small team to 

oversee our buildings and property 

at Wesley Place: This is a time to 

review how we best resource our 

Mission and Worship as a church. 

If you would like to offer some time, 

expertise if you have any, or 

knowledge of local businesses 

worth remembering for work, 

please let Rob or Alicia Crompton 

know. 



Monday games and Wednesday 
mornings 

 @ Wesley Place. 
 

Monday Afternoons @Wesley 

Place: 

Please join us between 2pm and 

4pm for Board Games, tea/coffee, 

biscuits and fellowship. All 

welcome, looking forward to 

seeing you 
 

Wednesday Mornings @Wesley 

Place: 

Please join us between 11am and 

1pm on Wednesday mornings for 

tea, coffee and fellowship and a 

short informal service at 11.30am. 
 

Wednesday 5th March: the Rev’d 

Rob Hilton will lead us in a short, 

informal service of Holy 

Communion.  
 

Wednesday, 12th March: Lesley 

Peake will lead us in a short 

informal service. 

 

All Welcome. Looking forward to 

seeing you. 

Thank you……. 

 

to everyone who baked cakes, 

bought tickets and came to our 

“Afternoon Tea with the Ukelele.” 

We had a lovely time.  

A great team of helpers made 

everything run smoothly. The U3A 

Ukelele Band dressed the part and 

entertained us well. After expenses 

our profits were £425.70.  

Margaret and Sandra 


